“Welcome Forward”
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is a 144-page field guide and accompanying CD aimed at global travelers who want to make a difference by their lives and by their travel.

 A handy companion before, during and after an overseas trip, "Welcome Forward" provides practical, spiritual and respectful ways to travel in the world. It's especially suited for those who undertake global hunger trips, companion synod journeys, "mission trips" and short-term missionary service opportunities.

"Welcome Forward" combines the wisdom of seasoned global travelers, global mission and hunger staff members of the ELCA. It combines the easy utility of a field guide and the insightful wisdom of a book of proverbs. The readings that comprise the book are interwoven with specially composed music that draws users into deeper contemplation of the voice of God -- heard in their travel experiences -- and the calling of God's Spirit -- to change their lives forever!

Written by well-known ELCA writers Susan Lang and Rochelle Melander, the book is easily read, insistent in its question and grace-filled in its approach. The songs by ELCA composer Tim Hansen zing and crackle with various musical styles, inviting both toe-tappings and heart-string pluckings.
Several  pages are especially helpful for our group as we prepare together
Some are important for our group discussion 

· Covenant Making




page 36

· The Ugly American




page 38

· Grace-full Giving & Receiving

pages 46 & 66

· Power or Partnership



page 72

Some for practical concerns
· Health Concerns




pages 48-51

· Packing







page 52

Several for our awareness to soak up this adventure:

· Attitude






page 54

· Asking Questions




page 60

· Processing






pages 82-85

· Embracing Holy Moments


page 88

And for our devotional time together:

pages 90-99

